
In June, Linda, Andy, new FOL member Terry, and I set off for on another friendship visit. Our short time in Dili was 

spent catching up with Lacluta friends, chatting with our Scholarship students at the Alola Foundation, and meetings; 

this year making new links with the National Rehabilitation Centre, and the Director of the Ausaid program TOMAK. 

Loaded up for Lacluta, the constant roadworks made the trip even longer and more onerous…one admires the locals 

who do this trip regularly! 

Those first hellos around the village become more special every year as networks grow, and old 

friendships are renewed. With so many projects supported by our small group, we go armed with a 

long ‘to-do’ list of visits and conversations to be had…while we are also approached with new areas of 

community concern, some of which we have no hope of assisting with, like the water issues many of 

the villages face. Basic needs yet to be met. 

A highlight this year was seeing Januario, one of our tertiary 

scholarship students who has been studying agriculture, back in his Lacluta 

community giving training (theory and practice) for Permaculture 

gardening, to teacher and students representatives of 

the local primary schools, including to his old school 

teachers! 

Assisting to provide wheelchairs to disabled children last year for the first time, it was 

heartening revisiting and seeing one of the little girls, completely changed. Last year she was 

being carried by her mother, or when her mother worked, she lay on a bamboo bed for long 

periods. This year she was alert and smiling, sitting in an upright position, and being pushed 

around the community by older children and her family. One small chair was life changing for 

her, and her family. 

Andy went about enthusing students and young people 

with his ‘Ukelest’ project, bringing Ukuleles and teaching basic skills to a 

number of groups around the main 

village of Dilor.  

Evan, and our son Alistair, arrived in 

Lacluta part way through the month, 

and some of us visited the Aitana 

community in the mountains, staying 2 nights in a home lit by one of the ATA 

lighting units FOL had assisted to provide. Walking the 26 km back, via the hot 

water springs, we gained a new respect for the many locals who do the long 

walk regularly! 

Sharing food with the community garden members, eating their homegrown 

produce (watercress and mung beans) from the garden FOL have supported 

over several years by providing training and materials was memory making at 

its finest, with river views, and shared laughter. 

Maternity bags were delivered once again, an ADRA pump fixed with the locals, sewing machines 

repaired, and skills with overlockers developed with the local sewing group…..and for me personally, 

no visit would be complete without time spent visiting as many of the village kindergartens classes 

as possible; singing, dancing and mentoring teachers (a new game, or skill).  Smiling Timorese 

children make my heart sing!  
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