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The very talented Stephen Henderson and Jo 
Briscombe, beside another of Jo’s pieces.    

We have been privileged to display their work 
in the Bainz Gallery at Wangarata library  
(September) and in the Myrtleford Unitng 
Church hall (November).    

Thank you to Stephen and Jo for sharing their 
talents in our cause. 

 
Thanks to Tammy Atkins for leading an 
intense planning session to develop our  
Strategic Plan, 2016-2018.   It will be 
available on our website shortly 
 

 

 

 

PRESS COVERAGE 

 

This is the North East Health insert in The 
Wangarata Chronicle on Friday, November 
13.   Lesley Lewis, who represented NEH on 
the trip to Lacluta in May this year, and is in 
the centre of the picture, is a prestgious 
visitor to Lacluta.   She is a Board Member of 
the Australasian College for Infecton 
Preventon Control and the 2015 recipient of 
the Society of Healthcare Epidemiology of 
America (SHEA) Internatonal Ambassador 
award. 

OUR NEWEST PROJECT 

A partnership with ATA (Alternatve Technology 
Associaton), with funding from Google Grants, 
sees solar lightng installed in the frst of four areas 
in Lacluta which won’t receive electricity.   Here is 
Evan Jones’ report of his trip representng FoL for 
the installatons. 



I have just returned from a 2 week trip to 
Timor Leste, where as a representatve of 
Friends of Lacluta, in conjuncton with the 
Alternatve Technology Associaton, 27 homes 
in the remote village of Buokmeke were 
delivered solar home lightng systems (known 
by ATA as Lampu Diak). This was a very 
humbling experience.  

The village itself lives a very challenging 
existence, partcularly this tme of year 
(November) where all resources are very 
scarce, given the dry period in the lead up to 
the wet. Water is a precious resource, with 
rivers all but dry. But the people here have a 
remarkable sense of resilience and humour. 
We were warmly welcomed and hope that we 
have had a positve impact.  

I really enjoyed engaging the local people with 
my limited knowledge of Tetun, the Timorese 
natonal language, (although the natve 
language here is Mediki). I gather, afer 
helping a Timorese techie to a high spot 
during an installaton, by having him hoisted 
on my shoulders I have gained a new name 
"Evan Escada" (Evan Ladder).  

A name I wear proudly as I see it as a symbol 
of cooperaton and teamwork. I have been 
enriched by my experience here and admire 
the gentle determinaton of the Timorese 
people. 

Evan Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP. 

Many of our original supporters, and some 
new ones, joined us in the Unitng Church hall 
in Wangarata on Saturday, September 26, to 
celebrate the anniversary of the signing of the 
original Friendship Agreement.     

There are so many special guests to menton – 
Roberto Paino and Malcolm Styles, from the 
original delegaton; Ailsa Fox and Irene Grant, 
current Administrators of the Rural City, Cathy 
McGowan, local member; Karen Champlin and 
Beth Walpole from the original Friends 
commitee;  Abel Guterres and Rae Kingsbury, 
Ambassador and Victorian Consul for Timor 
Leste respectvely; representatves from 
Indigo and Mansfeld friendship groups, plus 
Derarca O’Mahoney and Lorraine McBride, 
Australian and Victorian coordinators of the 
Friendship network, Chris Dureau from 
Friends of Baucau and Christne Perkins from 
the Alola Foundaton; representatves from 
our partners, Appin Park Rotary Club and 
North East Health… the difculty with a list 
such as this is all the people whose presence 
we valued, but whose names have had to be 
omited for reasons of space.    

Highlights from the evening included singing 
of both Natonal Anthems, and music from 
Timorese students at Victoria University who 
travelled up for the evening.     We were 
entertained and informed in an address by 
Professor Damien Kingsbury who is pictured 
on the right.   

Unfortunately, the commitee were having 
much too good a tme to take photos, so 
there is just this one as a reminder of a warm 
and wonderful night! 

 

 
Congratulatons:  our Sub 
District Administrator, Rui and his wife 
Joaninha, have a new son, Tarcisio da 
Costa Soares.     
 

 

   

Timor-Leste estmated to have reduced Maternal 
Mortality Rato by over 75% since 1990 

A report by United Natons agencies published last 
week in The Lancet Medical Journal has revealed that 
Timor-Leste is one of only nine countries estmated 
to have reduced its Maternal Mortality Rato [MMR] 
by over 75% since 1990. 
 
Ninety-Five countries with a high Maternal 
Mortality Rate in 1990 [MMR>100 deaths per 
100,000 live births] were grouped into four 
categories on the basis of their rate between 1990 
and 2015 to assess whether the Millennium 
Development Goal number 5 was achieved. MDG 
5, “improve maternal health” had two associated 
targets – the frst being “Reduce by three quarters, 
between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality 
rato”. 
 
The report published in The Lancet last week 
noted  “The greatest relatve reducton in MMR 
occurred in the nine countries in category 1 
(Bhutan, Cape Verde, Cambodia, Iran, Laos, 
Maldives, Mongolia, Rwanda, Timor-Leste), for 
which the point estmate of the reducton between 
1990 and 2015 suggests that the MDG 5 target of a 
75% reducton has been met.”  



BROADER SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
TIMOR LESTE 

The promotonal material on this page supports 
the work of other volunteer organisatons in Timor 
Leste.    “A rising tde lifs all the boats” – 
atributed to John F. Kennedy.    

 APIDS is a small Australian NGO 
supportng Disabled Peoples Organisatons in 
Pacifc Island Countries and Timor Leste, 
where they partner with RHTO. You can fnd a 
story about RHTO at htp://apids.org/links-
resources/10th-anniversary-booklet/ 
 

 This year the Timorese Renewable  
Energy Department endorsed the ATA Village 
Lightng Scheme (htp://www.ata.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/ATA-Light-Up-East-
Timor.pdf) program and nominated an 
additonal 2,578 homes in the most isolated 
areas of Timor for the installaton of ATA solar 
lightng systems and training of local 
technicians.    
ATA is holding a “night of food and fun” to 
raise enough funds to light up the villages in 
the subdistrict of Quelicai in Baucau, which is 
one of the least developed areas of Timor and 
is not supported by an actve Friendship 
Group. 
When: 6:30pm, Wednesday, 25 November 
Where: Space 39, Level 2, 39 Litle Collins St., 
Melbourne 
RSVP: Please RSVP 
(htps://www.eventbrite.com/e/light-up-
qulaicai-tckets-19525029890) for catering 
purposes 
You can also help them raise funds by 
donatng directly online or buying a gif card 
at htp://www.ata.org.au/ipg/ 
 

 The women’s sewing group on Atauro 
Island (Indigo Shire friendship group) have a 
webpage and catalogue of products for sale: 

htp://www.bonecadeatauro.com/ 
 
 

 
If you would like to support our work, visit 
us on Facebook:  
htps://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfLaclu
taWangarata 
 
or our webpage: 
htp://www.friendsofacluta.org/ 
 
or become an Associate Member for $20 
p.a. by emailing 
enquiries@friendsofacluta.org 
 

 
MAPPING THE TERRITORY


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

