
 

 

FRIENDS OF LACLUTA  

Newsletter – March 2015 

 
Welcome to our first newsletter 

for 2015.    

 
We are delighted to have a chance to 

share our achievements and to 

acknowledge our supporters in the 

Wangaratta, Myrtleford and wider 

communities. 

 

If you would like to support our work, visit us 

on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfLacluta

Wangaratta 

or our webpage: 

http://www.friendsoflacluta.org/ 

or become an Associate Member for $20 p.a. 

by emailing enquiries@friendsoflacluta.org 

SOME OF OUR 2014 ACHIEVEMENTS 

 In May 2104 we showed the film, Alias Ruby 

Blade, a story based on the life of Kirsty 

Sword, TL First Lady and the founder of the 

Alola Foundation, with whom we shared the 

fundraising. 

 In October a very successful dinner was held 

at Myrtleford, with guest speaker Tony 

Rinaudo, who is World Vision Australia's 

Natural Resources Adviser, and a former 

Myrtleford local.   

 Fundraising has included collection tins at 

Heiners Bakery, Myrtleford Bakehouse and 

Caltex Myrtleford.  Thank you to these 

businesses for supporting our work. 

We have also sold Timorese coffee, thanks to 

Barbara Broz and the Trade Winds 

cooperative.  A successful grant application to 

the June Canavan Foundation has allowed us 

to extend our Days For Girls contributions, 

and to offer 2 vocational scholarships in Dili. 

 Publicity for our work continued with High 

Country Library displays in Wangaratta and 

Myrtleford in May-June 2014, coverage in 

‘The Chronicle’ of bikes being crated up in 

David Taylor’s workshop in April 2014, and a 

number of articles in the Myrtleford Times. 

 The friends made 2 in-country visits -Barbara 

Broz in March 2014, and Liz Walpole and 

Karen Jones in July 2014.     
 

 

In  November our secretary (and the FOL member 

who has visited TL more than anyone else) Liz 

Walpole, attended  a reception held in Canberra to 

celebrate the39th anniversary of the Proclamation 

of Independence of the Democratic Republic of 

Timor Leste on the 29th Nov 1975 and the 12th 

Anniversary of the Restoration of independence on 

20 May 2002. Liz met the ambassador His 

Excellency Abel Guterres and Mrs Ana Guterres 

and they were entertained by children in their 

national costumes.  
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MORE ACHIEVEMENTS…. 

 Members of our committee supported the 

work of other Friendship groups through 

attendance at the mid-year conference for 

Friendship groups in Melbourne; the Kerferd 

Oration in Beechworth delivered by Jenny 

Coles and run by Friends Of Atauro (Indigo 

Shire); the Shire of Mansfield’s Friends of 

Venilale dinner ;a Beechworth RSL talk on the 

military connection between Australia and 

Timor Leste ; and a talk by Andrew Mahar, 

founder of With One Seed.  

 Under the leadership of John Bradford, and 

with assistance from many others, we sent off 

20 bikes in 2013 and 2014.   Rock and Road 

Cycles provided support for this project and 

the involvement of Wangaratta High School’s 

VCAL students was also appreciated.    These 

bikes enable students living at Uma Tolu to 

attend senior secondary school in Dilor. 

 At Barbara Broz’s initiative, 60 “More Days for 

Girls” packs have been made and were taken 

over on the two visits in 2014.    This project 

has involved volunteers beyond the 

committee and beyond north-east Victoria.  

Visit www.daysforgirls.org/   to see how this 

program works, and if you are interested in 

sewing for us, we would love to hear from 

you. 

 Our scholarship program continues, with 

generous support from the Rural City of 

Wangaratta, the Uniting Church and a private 

bequest, as well as from our own funds.  

Friends of Lacluta provide scholarships 

annually for young people going from Dilor, 

the main village in Lacluta, to university in the 

capital Dili, plus encouragement awards  to 

support the continued attendance of Year 9 

students at school. 

 HIAM training for 13 members of the Lalini 

community was sponsored by Friends of 

Lacluta.    More information on this excellent 

program can be found at 

http://www.hiamhealth.org/timor.html 

 

 

 We finalised the expenditure of our AusAid 

grant, providing a children’s playground, 

shelving and tiled floor of the pre-primary 

school room in Dilor, and training for the pre -

school teacher and her assistant.  

 

Change Of Leadership In East Timor 

Is Rui now the PM? Well yes and no - Rui 

Araújo is the new Primeiro-Ministro replacing 

Xanana Gusmao.  A trained medical doctor this Rui is a 

former Health Minister (2001-2007) and Senior 

Adviser to the Minister of Health (2007-2012) and also 

Senior Adviser to the Minister of Finance since 2008. 

 

Meanwhile Rui  da Costa who is the Lacluta sub 

district administrator of “our” community (of about 

7000 people) and our great friend is seen here on the 

left building FOL project pre - school play equipment 

in Lacluta. Rui visited Wangaratta and area in 2008 

with Francisco from Suai for almost a month. 

http://www.hiamhealth.org/timor.html


 

 

 

Working with ADRA, Friends of Lacluta contributed 

funds towards the construction of wells outside 

the village of Dilor, enabling isolated residents to 

build toilets. 

Karen Champlin –  a King Valley -ite 

working in Timor Leste 

“I first visited Timor Leste in 2008 with the Friends of 

Lacluta group and although it was a very short trip, 

those two weeks were enough to start me thinking 

about coming back for a longer time. Now I find that I 

have been living in Timor Leste for the past 2 and ½ 

years! During that time I have volunteered with two 

local NGOs. The first role was facilitated through the 

Australian Red Cross volunteer program and I worked 

on the nutrition program with HealthNet Timor Leste.  

My current role is an Australian Volunteer for 

International Development position facilitated 

through Australian Volunteers International and 

supported by the Australian Government.  I am 

working on the Tuberculosis (TB) program with Klibur 

Domin Foundation (KD). Both roles have focussed on 

capacity development and I have really enjoyed the 

opportunity to mentor and support the teams to 

strengthen their ability with things such as; project 

planning, writing proposals and reports, monitoring 

and evaluation and other administrative duties.  

Timor Leste has the highest incidence rates of TB in 

South East Asia with 498/100,000 per population 

having TB annually. Klibur Domin is based at Tibar in 

Liquisa district, about 18km west of Dili. There are 

three main programs at KD; Inpatient program, 

Community Based Rehabilitation program and 

Community based TB program. I mostly work on the 

Community based TB program which is currently 

being implemented in Liquisa district, but we hope in 

the near future to expand the program to the 

neighbouring districts of Ermera and Bobonaro.  

The program works closely with the National TB 

Program and the activities focus on TB education for 

the community; working with health volunteers and 

district health staff to identify people with TB, ensure 

adherence to TB treatment and therefore cure. KD is 

currently rolling out the GeneXpert machine, a highly 

sensitive machine used to diagnose TB, especially drug 

resistant strains. Much of my last six months has been 

supporting the team with this process, it has been 

very interesting and I have learnt a lot about TB 

through using this specialised lab equipment. 

I have really enjoyed working together with the 

Timorese people on two pressing health issues; 

nutrition and TB. I have learnt a huge amount about 

these health issues; the Timorese health system and 

people’s health seeking behaviour over the past few 

years. I have also learnt a lot about Timorese culture, 

traditions and the resilience of the Timorese people. 

Although, I am not sure what I will do after May, I do 

know that there is more to learn and share, and 

hopefully my Timorese adventures will continue into 

the future.” 

Karen with the KD TB Program Co-ordinator and TB 

program staff member. Photo H. Djoyobisono/AV 

 

 


